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NBEMS:  A Growing Digital Mode For Any VHF/UHF  

Amateur Radio With Almost Any Personal Computer 

NBEMS (Narrow-Band Emergency Messaging 
Software) will be the topic at our January 16th  
club meeting, presented by PVARC members 
Norm Thorn, K6UU, and Diana Feinberg, AI6DF. 
 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ b.9a{Κ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎƻǳƴŘ-card based digital 
messaging mode that works with any amateur 
radio using free software available for Windows, 
Mac, and Linux operating systems.  In most 
cases, no additional equipment is needed other 
than a personal computer.  NBEMS will probably 
work on tablet computers in the not-too-distant 
future as those operating systems mature. 
 
NBEMS has been adopted by many disaster 
amateur radio organizations in the past two 
years.  Learn more about it at our January 16 
meeting. 

Special Notice:  Date Change for PVARCôs 

February 2013 Meeting 

Our February club meeting will be held at 

Hesse Park on the 2nd Wednesday, February 

13th, due to our IOTA DXpedition on Catalina 

Island which begins on February 20th.  This is 

a one-time change from our meeting schedule 

on the 3rd Wednesday of each month. 
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Letôs Utilize Our Clubôs Repeater 
 
By Diana Feinberg, AI6DF 

PVARC President 
 

LƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƭǳōΩǎ Yсt± ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎΦ  LǘΩǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀǎƛŘŜ 
ŦǊƻƳ aƻƴŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΩǎ t±!b ƴŜǘǎ ŦƻǊ мр ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ t±!w/ ƴŜǘǎ ŦƻǊ нл ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ 
ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘƛŎ /² ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǊ ŀƴŘ Yс{¸Ωǎ ŎƘŜŜǊŦǳƭ ƘƻǳǊƭȅ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ tŀƭƻǎ ±ŜǊŘŜǎ 
!ƳŀǘŜǳǊ wŀŘƛƻ /ƭǳō ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜǊΣ Yсt±ΣΧΧΧΧΦΧΦέ 
 

We expect K6PV will be heavily worked during a major disaster, but why not work K6PV regularly all year?   
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿΦ  LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Yсt± /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ /ƭǳō !ǿŀǊŘΦ 
 

Say what?   To encourage using our repeater, the K6PV Century Club certificate will be given annually to any 
ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜǎ млл ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘǎ ƻƴ Yсt± ƛƴ ŀ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ȅŜŀǊΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŀŘ ƻƴΥ  LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ŀǎ ƛǘ 
sounds, but K6PV will sure sound better. 
 

Here are the simple rules, as approved by your club Board of Directors: 
 

1. hƴƭȅ v{hΩǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Yсt± ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜǊ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ--that means all contacts must use 447.120 
MHz (-), PL 100.0. 

2. A QSO with another PVARC member counts as three contacts, but only one QSO with each PVARC 
member is allowed for credit each year.  (In other words, contacts with 33 unique PVARC members 
via K6PV would equal  99 contacts for award purposesτeach member may only be worked once 
per calendar year for award credit, but additional non-credit contacts with fellow members are 
encouraged throughout the year.) 

3. v{hΩǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻƴ-PVARC members via K6PV count as one contact.  Only one contact per calendar 
year with each non-PVARC member counts for award credit. 

4. Two non-members may contact each other on K6PV for one contact point apiece, with only one 
contact per calendar year between them qualifying for award credit. 

5. 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ 5ŀǘŜΣ ¢ƛƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ hǘƘŜǊ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ /ŀƭƭ ǎƛƎƴ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƻƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ 
to be considered for an annual award. 

6. ¢ƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ƛƴ ƭƻƎǎ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǿŜŜƪ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ 5ƛƴƴŜǊΦ 
7. Logs are mostly on the honor system, but subject to inspection when submitted. 
8. Award Certificates for 100 or more contacts  will be presented at the annual Holiday Dinner. 
9. ! bŜǘ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ hǇŜǊŀǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ t±!w/Ωǎ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƴŜǘǎ Ƴŀȅ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛǎκƘŜǊ ŀǿŀǊŘ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŀƭƭ 

check-ins of club members and non-members acknowledged while serving as NCO, with any call 
sign allowed award credit once in a calendar year (at the rate of three contact points for a club 
member, one contact for a non-member). 

10. Guest NCOs for our weekly nets are welcomed and encouraged!  How about you? 
 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǿ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ Yсt± ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ aƻƴŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƴŜǘǎΣ ǎƻ Řƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ 
of K6PV as a valuable communication mediumτwhether from your base station, mobile unit, or HT.  Thanks 
go to our Treasurer, Bob Sylvest, AB6SY, for devising the K6PV Century Club Award and its framework. 
 
I look forward to making contacts with all PVARC members in the year ahead and, to re-phrase a motel 
ŎƘŀƛƴΩǎ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƭƛƴŜΣ ά²ŜΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜǊ ƻƴ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦέ Â 
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Electronic Components: 
An encore array of electronic  components donated by Bob Lace, W6ODI, and George Fritzel, KD6TWB, will be 
available at our January 16th meeting for PVARC members to freely take. 
 
Many donated components have been claimed by members at monthly club meetings between March and 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмнΦ   /ƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǘƻǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǊǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ άōŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŘŜǊέΦ  
Perhaps some of the remaining parts will work for your projects. 
 

/ƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ  ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ όǇƭǳǎ άƧǳƴƪέ ŘŜŜƳŜŘ ǳƴǳǎŀōƭŜύ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ǊŜŎȅŎƭŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
ǘƘŜ ƘŀȊŀǊŘƻǳǎ ǿŀǎǘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ŦŀƛǊ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ άƧǳƴƪ ōƻȄέΦ  ²Ŝ ǘƘŀƴƪ .ƻō ŀƴŘ DŜƻǊƎŜ ŦƻǊ 
sharing theirs with us.   
 

Above:  International stamps, anyone?  

These arenôt Rayôs but you get the picture. 

Available for Taking at Our January 16 Meetingé 

    Todayõs Thought:  Yes, everybody sometimes has a bad day in cyberspace (Jan. 10, 2013): 

Foreign Postage Stamps: 
If you or a family member collect postage stamps, Ray 
Day N6HE, will be bringing to our January 16th meeting 
ŀƴ ŀǎǎƻǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ǎǘŀƳǇǎ ƘŜΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ v{[ 
cards.  
 
Interested members are free to take these stamps for 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎΩΦ   DƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ 
tƻǎǘŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ 
international postal reply coupons as of January 23, 
2013, future QSLs may not provide such a cornucopia of 
ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ǎǘŀƳǇǎΦ   LǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ v{[ ōǳǊŜŀǳǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ 
ŦƻǊƳŀǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ !ww[Ωǎ [ƻƎōƻƻƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ ǿƛƭƭ 
find greater usefulness. Â 
 



Scenes from our Holiday Dinner,  
December 12, 2012 

 

Dale Hanks, N6NNW, Receives 

2012 PVARC Rhombic Award 
 

¢ƘŜ t±!w/ Ψǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ wƘƻƳōƛŎ !ǿŀǊŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ нллу Ƙŀǎ 
honored members  for continued service to our club over 
the years, though perhaps such service was not fully 
noticed by our membership. 
 

Dale Hanks, N6NNW, received our 2012 Rhombic Award  
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ t±!w/Ωǎ нлмн IƻƭƛŘŀȅ 5ƛƴƴŜǊΦ  5ŀƭŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ 
President and Board member of the PVARC during the 
мфулΩǎΣ ōǳǘ Ƙŀǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅ 
Field Day and many other club events.  Thank you, Dale. 
 

¢ƘŜ wƘƻƳōƛŎ !ǿŀǊŘΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ 
wire from the enormous rhombic antenna  formerly at 
ǘƘŜ άǊŀŘƛƻ ǊŀƴŎƘέ ƻŦ ƭŜƎŜƴŘŀǊȅ 5·ŜǊ 5ƻƴ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΣ ²с!a 
(SK) located on Highridge Road near Crestridge in Rancho 
tŀƭƻǎ ±ŜǊŘŜǎΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ά²ŀƭƭŀŎŜ wŀƴŎƘ 
9ǎǘŀǘŜǎέ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ ƻŦ ƭǳȄǳǊȅ ƘƻƳŜǎΦ Â  
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For more photos of our 2012 Holiday Dinner visit : 

http://www.palosverdes.com/pvarc/PhotoGalleries/2012Holi

dayParty/slides/ 

PHOTOS:  DIANA FEINBERG, AI6DF (TOP);  

JOHN FREEMAN, WW6WW (CENTER AND BOTTOM) 

http://www.palosverdes.com/pvarc/PhotoGalleries/2012HolidayParty/slides/
http://www.palosverdes.com/pvarc/PhotoGalleries/2012HolidayParty/slides/
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!ƭƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ŀǊŜ άDƻέ ŦƻǊ {ƻƭŜŀŘƻ 
9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊ ǊŀŘƛƻ  ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 
with the International Space Station, 
expected during the week of January 21.   
 
The exact  date and time have not been 
announced, but Tuesday, January 22, offers 
the best opportunity with a direct overhead 
pass at 8:30 am when students are at the 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  ¢ƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ǇŀŎŜ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
elevation is expected to reach 87-degrees 
(almost vertical) on that pass.   Other days 
of the week offer lower elevation angles 
with Soleado School.  As this issue of QRO  
was finalized, Monday, January 21 has been 
eliminated as a possible date. 
 
All equipment  at Soleado is in place and 
tested, including the rotating antenna  
system that will track the ISS across the 
horizon.   Gear installed includes two Yaesu 
FT-847 transceivers, two amplifiers, two 50-
amp power supplies, and the NOVA satellite 
tracking software.  Charlie Sufana, AJ9N, 
ǿƘƻ ǎǇƻƪŜ ŀǘ t±!w/Ωǎ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмн 
meeting as the ARISS coordinator for our 
region, will be bringing a rack full of backup 
equipment should all else fail.  
 
t±!w/ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ {ƻƭŜŀŘƻΩǎ 
ARISS project now include:  Bryant 
Winchell, W2RGG; Bob Sylvest, AB6SY; 
Peter Landon, KE6JPM; Brad Perranoski, 
KJ6UML; Dale Hanks, N6NNW; Knut Myhre, 
N6BNP; and Clay Davis, AB9A. 
 
A video of the entire ARISS contact at 
Soleado along with background information 
covering preparatory work for it are 
expected to be the basis of an upcoming 
presentation at a PVARC monthly meeting 
this Spring. Â 
 

Soleado Schoolôs ISS  

Contact Is Ready to Go 
 

Above: Peter Landon, KE6JPM, on the roof at Soleado 

Elementary School adjusting the antenna rotation system 

for tracking satellites and the International Space Station 

using NOVA software. 
PHOTO:  BOB SYLVEST, AB6SY 

The Yaesu FT-847 multi-band transceiver, sold from 1998 through 

2005, was promoted as a ñsatelliteò radio due to its 0.1 Hz fine tuning 

steps for Doppler shift frequency changes; four separate antenna 

connections for HF, 6-meters, 2-meters, and 70-cm respectively; plus 

other capabilities for tracking satellites. 
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   Last call for joining 2013 IOTA DXpedition to Catalina 
 

Some Views of Our 

2012 IOTA DXpedition 

¢ƘŜ t±!w/Ωǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊ ǘŜŀƳ  ƛǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŦƛƴŀƭƛȊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ нлмо LǎƭŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ !ƛǊ 5·ǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ¢ǿƻ 
Harbors on Catalina Island.   But the moment of final commitment is just a few days away, as 
accommodations must be booked and equipment needs planned. 
 

Any member intending to participate must notify our DXpedition leader Ray Day N6HE by the end of 
our January 16 club meeting , sign the liability release form, and give Ray a check for your 
accommodations.   Cabin rates are $40 per night on Wednesday and Thursday; $50 per night on Friday 
and Saturday.   Members may come for all or part of the DXpedition. 
 

The 2013 operator team so far consists of:  Ray, N6HE (Fearless Leader);  Bob, W6HIP; Bob, AB6SY; Clay, 
AB9A; Diana, AI6DF; Jeff, K6JW; Joe, NZ6L; Peter, KE6JPM; and Steve, K6NT. 
 

We look forward to working more European pile-ǳǇǎ ŦǊƻƳ /ŀǘŀƭƛƴŀ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǎ άYсt±κtƻǊǘŀōƭŜ сέΦ   ²Ŝ 
ƳƛƎƘǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǎŜŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ōǳŦŦŀƭƻ άǇƛƭŜ-ǳǇέ ǘƻƻΦ  [ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳŀƭŜ ōǳŦŦŀƭƻǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ 
Sunday sound of 20-meter SSB and butted heads with each other near our hexbeam antenna. Â 

Above:  Bob, W6HIP, offloading some of our nearly 1,000 pounds of 

gear from the boat. 
PHOTO:  DIANA FEINBERG, AI6DF 

Below:  Ray, N6HE, listens to the SSB pile-up on 15 meters; 

note DX cluster path map on computer at right. 
PHOTO:  JOE PACE, NZ6L 

Above:  Most of the operator team assembling 20-meter 

hexbeam antenna loaned by Doris, K6KSY. 
PHOTO:  RAY DAY, N6HE 

Below:  These big guys had their own pile-up near our 

site before retreating for Sunday breakfast. 
PHOTO:  RAY DAY, N6HE 


